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Waterfront Demol IIIIII

30 Persons Feared Dead
As Soldiers Invatle Bundu Communit

ore (han 30 IR surrendcr ouE Speea o be

persons are large cache of cemilianis.
feared dead ammunitions to the There was stampede

Whil scorc of othes Federal Government. » yout
Were allegedly  From what we Were scen rumning
Wounded on Monday gathered, trouble helter skelter and
October 12, 2009 Sarted when over 300 scampering for safey
When security agen Sodies were drated From Bundu to
and milants engaged fo Bundu, the largest Agarey oad and parts
in'a shootout in Port waterfoni seulement of the New' Layout
Harcour, Rivers Stae in Port Harcourt to Township, movement
capitl fucliate the process Of people were
The incident of enumeration of resicted a5 soldiers
occured barely one resi1dents and fired imo the sky to
Week after he propeties in the area seare the  inirding
Expiration of the preparatory o the milant
amnesty deadline demoliion of the area  Reports hintd that
R LE e o i T Gt e
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least 9 persons
were sid o have
Killed while

Several others including.
Women sustained gunshot
Wotands when men of the
Jolnt Task Force (TF) and
Fesidents of Bundu-Ama
Wwaterfrant cngaged
themscives n a shoot.out
o Monday October 12
200

Our sourcedisclosed
that_soldiers and  their
it carer vehices a5
wellas offcal o the statc
overnment were seen 35
Garly 43 7am in 3 bid 1o
Sarry out the cmumeratio
excrcie at the waterront
bt they were interruped
BY o large aumber of the
esicents including women
andehildren,

We gathered that when
the sitution could not be
brought under control, the
sate govermment offcial
went bk 1o report the
Situtiontothe Rivers Sate

Re. Hon

Chibuike Amachi.

sated, saying that armed
security agents were
deployedohe place by the
sate govermment to quel
e siuation.

According 1o the
source, when the securty
agents arrived. the
community youths
ot resing o the desthof
9" persons while. others

Some arrests have been
made but an unconfirmed
Source said that the
chairman and the secrctary
of the community ar now
o thoan for fearof ot

Those who. sustained
sunshot wound were. sent
o an undisclosed clini in
Port Harcour for medical

Earer, the landiords
of Bundu-Ama wteriont
had warned the stats
sovermmentnottocary out
it proposed demaliion of
their setlement asthey
have 1o oiher place o g0
and trestened oresis any

Waterfromnt

hreats of
at

vilence to the power
be

About 300 armed
soldirs were said 0 have
een deployed o Bundu-

Ama watrfront for the
commencement of the
Which atiracted the

ungid the stme governement
o rescind it decision on
the proposed watrfront
demlkion s it s their
ancestral home, seying that
displacing them would
affct thei soca, political
andeconomic well-being.
Subscquent, the
Women resoted 104 d-day
fasting and prayers at the
CamiRiv Site & Aggrey
Road in Pot Harcourtand
weresecnin white lothe.
The women had

---9 Killed

Governor Rotimi Amacéhi
and his cabinet to God's
court where they believed
hat there would be po
cscape rout for him and
hisexco.

They aiso sought't0
know if e Js the first
governor of Rivers Stae
Who docs not want them to
Hive in harmony with thir
ncighbours

separate
prayers. they also seck fo
Know iy he bad beca
adammant o ther plght k.
the Bibical Pharsoh.

The women siso
sought o know whether he
haseincarmated s ancther
olishor Nebuchadnezzar
in Rivers Sat. only 1
ormentthem a s pointin
heietves.

The women displayed
a big sign bosrd with the

The

ly summone’ OkrikaTjow women ssy

demolition

Thei prsident in et
exhortation sited'1
Corinhian 1 verse 10,
Romans 12 vérs 5.
Golaians 3 verse 25, I
17 verse 21, 2 Cor. 1. 3
verse 111 Peter 3 versc,
Jeremish 50 verse 4 and

to waterfront

in Rivers

Ex 17 vers 12 16 drive
home ber poin.
The praer point

session was centersd on
forgivencss. pease,
progress victory. meness.
andhe courtase

When The Soonlight
visited the  arca. the
Women were sce i sober
mood,sccking he fice of
God

Some who spoke to
our reporier blamed the
forbeing inscnstive o he

T b5 Odumeers

issue of waterfront
demolition in. the stat,
‘adding that the government
Shopk ok a he two sides
of the:cain in this mottr
becapen most of them would
‘e displaced and would take
tham ears o recover

Gne of them (name
widbhekd) pointed out that
“pew areas of sttlements
should be provided for them
and_ enough. compensation
Paid before such exercise
Should be conducted
othermise it would be.
rogarded as politically

motivated issue.” the.
Concluded.
The casualty figure.

could not be sscertained a5
oflors o have the polce

on the
proved

development
horive,
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Waterfronts Demolition: 300 Soldiers| Senate Approves Bill to Jail Doctors
for Gunshot Victims' Neglect

Invade Bundu-Ama Communi
.AAs Ateke, Soboma Spite Fire i i peopie canvo:

here was_anxicty
and pandemonium
Tucsday in parts of

Boundu-Ama Comminiy
inPomHircourCity Loci
Government Area of
Rivers St over sigmls
bt over . hdred
60 s sl and
ity men vaded the
Communiy, in 3 b o
cnforce. Rivers State
Govemmenrs denaiion
on . waterfont in e
Avesdy two repetin
millagt Gaders Atoke
Tom, Soboma George and
it e reacied ngely
ok developments
“Weekend Star
auhoriatvely gabered
hat h sadiers mvasion
i 24 hours e s
demonsiraton in. Por
Harcourt by wome,
Yo and shdens whi
Sommed the e of Fo
Harcoun beggig Rivers
S Governent 10 back
ot on thr arer pln 0
desroy th st and
hoes o Pas of the
B Amacomminy
ARocuih o 0 sk

to the Honourable

Development: Hon. Bar:
Osima. Gima was not
successful st pres time.
When contacted the
chaiman of Bundu-Ama
Community, in Port
Harcourt Local
Govemment Area Prince
Williams Addah has
decried_government's
intenion 0 use mliay to
evict. residents.in the

‘Addah made ths known
‘while biefng ncwsmen
Port Harcourt, on Tucsday,
shortly afier armed
miliary men numbering
over30came o destroy the
houses despite the Cour
Order between the Okrika
Laws and the State
Governmen.

“We may ot make the
emor 1o beleve that this
present administration is &
respecerofrulcof aw

a3 moch s thessue of
watefront demliton is
concemed, the matter s
seriously contested in
courtbythe Okika jaws, |
elive they should wait
and mainainthe staus quo
pending when the matir
Comestoanend.

I is very unfar_for
governmeat o use iy
oht meninst haoless

peacefully in the
- Community, knowing flly

fight goverument and have
noplace ogo fornow. He
sl

“The Bundu Community
Chairman explained.that
the peopl of Bundu have
respect for the rale of law
and patintly waiing for
the ntervention of the
Court

He therefore advised
people in the Bundu
5 1o be law
and_eschew
anything that could beach
thepeaceinthe stte.

We gathered that i
Amacchi continues with
His plan on the demolition
of the wateclonts, bis
‘sovernment may dgain be
pinched against the
repentant milfants who
bad vowed to do
cverything to stop
Amacchi from
demolishing the
waterfronts.

Sources informed.tis
publicaion thtthe anxicty
of the repeotant miltants,
may not be uncomnecied
with the fctthat severalof
them own houses and
properties in all the
Walerfronts areas.
cammarked for destrucion
by the minisry of Urban
Peelonment in Rivers

bil secking to jail
medical pracioners
who. et vicima. of
unshot wounds die for lack
of a police repot has pased
e econd reading in he

The bil is sponsored by
Osit Tzunaso” (PDP Imo
St and he major concern
1o tave lves lost day 108
diretive that vietims of
acidents and gunshots must
produce plce repors before
they arc ven given fist id
weamentinclncs.

“In s counry where there:
are ncreasing cass of amed
robbery andcomesponding
{ncresss in the mumber of
Nigeians shot on 4 daily
bass, tis Bill cld ot have
come ebeser i thannon
M. Lzunsso sid in his lesd
debat.

The bil secks o empover
medical pracitioners 1o et
unshotsand scident vitms
it and then inimate the
policeof thepresence of such

This bil slso secks
prevent the ‘police. from
Femoving any victim of
Eunshor from sny ospial

withou cetifing the person
fitby 3 health practioner o
hounding heslth practtoners
who et gunshot victme.
The bil has penal secions
wilh varing degres of jul
termsfor offenders” Mt
Irmasosdded

Whie aring for the bl
Mr Teunaso: recounted
sl xpercces.
Tt of Bayo_ Onwr The
ot o vho was
hotdesd oo Sepember 2 13
b Nigerans who had 2
ecopiton, wher Nigeans
Ve G i o of
hei bload in houpials
becaise e was o pols
by

s llea fortepiice o
insiston ol eportvefors
el pracitoner e &
Vi o gunahot M
oo i “The resal 1
i of bt o8
Torcetal withdrawal of
Eunsor vichms o where
e s rcang weamen o
conty o e i 3nd
menicns of secion 3 (1)
a4 secon 3 (1) of e
B5scomion

These provsons have
susrameed Nigerans the
i to e an dignty of
Riman persons ncluding

amed robbers. Thus even
Wher the victm of 3 unshot
154 amed robbes, b il s
the ight o e a0 must ot
e

Tovar Uribi Wada (PDP
Gombe Sae) saidther o

o erpoweing the piice o
siop e reatmnt of gunhor
Victims without 3 police
part.

He explained that what
sarcd a8+ crime reduction
Suategy by e polce was
latr misconstred by both
polce offices and medical
pracitiones He sid that the
real issue i, perhaps, who
akes.responsibily Tor the
costofthe reament of such

Inberview, ChisAnyanw
(PDP o See) ssd most
deaths due 10 gunshots and
thr accident vcims are due
1o the “callowsness of most
mediclpraciioners.

She recounted an
experience in Maitama
General Hospital, Abuya
here 3 young docio wmed
own i pess from hr and
other sympathisers. and
Waiched moer young man
Gicofaccidentwounds.

Govs Demand Amnesty
for Kidnappers

disibuton in 2008 snd
2009 have signifcantly
improved
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e A ... Amaechi Insists On Modernization, Crime Control
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